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Mail Stop -Appeal Brief 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 


Sir: 


APPF.AI. BRTFF OF APPFI J, ANT 


The Applicant herein timely files this Brief in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 41 et seq. 


I REAL PART Y TN INTEREST [T7 CVR $41.37^(1)1 

The subject application is not assigned. As such, the Real Party in Interest is the 
Applicant. 


II RELATED A PPF Ai S AND INTERFERENCES 137 CER 841 .37(c)(2»l 

No other related application is currently subject to an Appeal or Interference. 


TTI STATUS O F PI AIMS [37 TER 841.37(cMftl 

Claims 1-4, 6-8 and 1 1-13 are pending in this application. 


lit 09/20/2005 YP0LI TE1 00000076 10700425 

01 FC:2402 250.00 OP 


Claims 1-4, 6-8 and 11-13 stand as finally rejected by the Examiner. 

IV. STATUS OF THF A MFNDMFNTS [37 TFW §41 -T7(r)(i)] 

The amendment filed by the Applicant on January 27, 2005 was entered by the Examiner. 
No other amendments were filed. 

v. summary of thf CLAIMED SUBJECT MAIIEB [32 cm §4L3ZfrK5)j 

The subject application has two pending independent claims, which axe Claim 1 and 
Claim 13. 

Claim 1 sets forth a method of creating a graphical depiction of a person's life using a 
puzzle format. (See preamble of Claim 1) A first plurality of puzzle pieces (18. Fig 1) are 
provided that represent different major life events, including birthday, graduation day and 
wedding day that may, or may not, occur in a person's life. (See Specification, page 7, lines 11- 
13, and page 10, line 1-14) These puzzle pieces are selectively joined together. Only the puzzle 
pieces that correspond to events that have actually occurred in a person's life are joined to the 
puzzle. (See Summary, page 4, lines 18-21, and Specification, page 7, lines 10-14.) This creates 
a puzzle assembly or a "life puzzle" (20, Fig. 1) that is a graphical depiction of the actual life 
events of that person. (See Specification, page 7, lines 10-18). 

Claim 1 1 is an independent claim that sets forth a method of assembling a jigsaw puzzle. 
(See preamble of Claim 11) The jigsaw puzzle has puzzle framework (26, Fig. 1) that defines an 
interior. (See Specification, page 8, lines 18-22 and page 9, lines 10-12.) A plurality of puzzle 
pieces (18, Fig. 1) are provided that correspond to different commonly occurring life events that 
may or may not occur in a person's life. (See Specification, page 7, lines 11- 13, and page 10, 
line 1-14) The puzzle pieces (18, Fig. 1) are added to the jigsaw puzzle framework only if they 
correspond to a life event that has occurred. . (See Summary, page 4, lines 18-21, and 
Specification, page 7, lines 10-14.) The result is a puzzle that provides a graphical representation 
of the events that have occurred to a particular person. (See Specification, page 7, lines 10-18). 
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VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO RE REVIEWED ON APPEAL [37 CFR 
§41 .37(f)(6)] 


The grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal are as follows: 

1 . - Claim 11-13 stand as rejected under 35 USC 102(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,619,661 to Collins. 

2. - Claim 11 stands as rejected Under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 4,417,732 to Guill. 

3. - Claims 1-4 and 6-8 stand as rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 723,425 to Thompson. 

4. - Claim 12 stands as rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 4,417,732 to Guill. 

5. - Claim 13 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
4,417,732 to Guill in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,708,973 to Hall. 
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VII. ARGUMENTS. [37 CFR §41.37(r)(7)] 


GROUND 1 - Whether the Examiner erred in finally rejecting Claims 11-13 under 35 
USC 102(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,619,661 to Collins 

The rejected claims contain one independent claim, which is Claim 11. Claim 1 1 is fully 
distinguishable over the combined references, as is explained below. 

Claim 1 1 sets forth a method of assembling a jigsaw puzzle to form a "life puzzle" that 
graphically depicts the events that have occurred in a person's life. 

As claimed, the jigsaw puzzle has puzzle framework that defines an interior. A plurality of 
puzzle pieces are provided that correspond to different commonly occurring life events that may 
or may not occur in a person's life. The events specifically claimed in Claim 1 1 include birthday, 
graduation day and wedding day. The puzzle pieces are added to the jigsaw puzzle framework 
only if they correspond to a life event that has occurred. The result is a puzzle that provides a 
graphical representation of the events that have occurred to a particular person. 

The Collins patent discloses a jigsaw puzzle that contains math equations. The Collins 
puzzle does not disclose or suggest the use of puzzle pieces that correspond to events that may, 
or may not occur in a person's life. Furthermore, it is clear and uncontested that the Collins 
patent makes no disclosure of any puzzle piece depicting a person's birthday, graduation day or 
wedding day. 

As such, the Collins patent clearly fails to disclose the method step of "providing a 
plurality of puzzle pieces that correspond to different commonly occurring life events, 
including birthday, graduation day and wedding day, that may or may not occur in a 
person's life." 

The Collins patent also fails to disclose the method step of "connecting a puzzle piece 
from said plurality of puzzle pieces to said puzzle framework that corresponds to a life 
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event that has occurred," The Examiner argues that solving a math equation is a life event that 
may or may not occur. This argument completely ignores the specification of the application. 
Claims must be read through the disclosure made in the specification. It is clear that the purpose 
of the applicant's invention is to create a graphical depiction of the events that have occurred in a 
person's life. In this light, the argument that math equations qualify as life events is an argument 
that is stretched beyond the bounds of reason. 

The Collins does not disclose or suggest the methodology set forth in Claim 1 1 . 
Accordingly, the Collins patent does not anticipate the matter of Claim 1 1 and its dependent 
claims. 

It is therefore believed that the matter of Claim 1 1 is distinguishable over the Collins 
patent. The Board is therefore respectfully requested to reverse the 35 USC 102 rejection as 
applied to Claim 1 1 and its dependent claims. 

GROUND 2 - Whether the Examiner erred in finally rejecting Claim 1 1 under 35 USC 
102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,417,732 to Guill. 

As has been previously stated, Claim 1 1 sets forth a method of assembling a jigsaw puzzle to 
form a "life puzzle" that graphically depicts the events that have occurred in a person's life. 

As claimed, the jigsaw puzzle has puzzle framework that defines an interior. A plurality of 
puzzle pieces are provided that correspond to different commonly occurring life events that may 
or may not occur in a person's life. The events specifically claimed in Claim 1 1 include birthday, 
graduation day and wedding day. The puzzle pieces are added to the jigsaw puzzle framework 
only if they correspond to a life event that has occurred. The result is a puzzle that provides a 
graphical representation of the events that have occurred to a particular person. 

The Guill patent shows a puzzle where puzzle pieces are numbered and are added to a 
puzzle depending upon the number rolled with dice. 

The Guill patent does not disclose puzzle pieces that correspond to different commonly 
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occurring life events, including birthday, graduation day and wedding day, that may or may not 
occur in a person's life. The Guill patent also does not disclose the methodology of adding such 
puzzle pieces to a puzzle after such a major life event has occurred. As such, the Guill patent 
clearly fails to disclose the method step of "providing a plurality of puzzle pieces that 
correspond to different commonly occurring life events, including birthday, graduation 
day and wedding day, that may or may not occur in a person's life." 

The Guill patent also fails to disclose the method step of "connecting a puzzle piece 
from said plurality of puzzle pieces to said puzzle framework that corresponds to a life 
event that has occurred." 

The Examiner argues that the rolling of the dice is a major life event. This argument is 
clearly self-serving. No real life event, such as the specifically claimed birthday, graduation day 
or wedding day is mentioned in the Guill patent. 

It is therefore believed that the matter of Claim 1 1 is distinguishable over the Guill patent. 
The Board is therefore respectfully requested to reverse the 35 USC 102 rejection as applied to 
Claim 1 1 and its dependent claims. 

GROUND 3- Whether the Examiner erred in finally rejecting Claims 1-4 and 6-8 under 
35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 723,425 to Thompson. 

Claim 1 is an independent claim that sets forth a method of creating a graphical depiction 
of a person's life using a puzzle format. A first plurality of puzzle pieces are provided that 
represent different major life events, specifically including birthday, graduation day and wedding 
day that may, or may not, occur in a person's life. These puzzle pieces are selectively joined 
together. Only the puzzle pieces that correspond to events that have actually occurred in a 
person's life are joined to the puzzle. This creates a puzzle assembly or a "life puzzle" that is a 
graphical depiction of the actual life events of that person. 

The Thompson patent discloses an educational puzzle for learning the spelling of simple 
words. 
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The Thompson patent does not disclose puzzle pieces that correspond to different 
commonly occurring life events, including birthday, graduation day and wedding day, that may or 
may not occur in a person's life. The Thompson patent also does not disclose the methodology of 
adding such puzzle pieces to a puzzle after such a major life event has occurred. 

It is therefore believed that the matter of Claim 1 is distinguishable over the Thompson 
patent. The Board is therefore respectfully requested to reverse the 35 USC 102 rejection as 
applied to Claim 1 and its dependent claims. 

GROUND 4 - Whether the Examiner erred in finally rejecting Claim 12 under 35 USC 
103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,417,732 to Guill. 

Claim 12 depends from Claim 11. Claim 1 1 has already been distinguished from the Guill patent 
for the reasons previously presented. It was argued that the Guill patent does not anticipate the 
matter of Claim 1 1 . Those same arguments also show that the Guill patent does not render 
obvious the matter of Claim 1 1 . 

Claim 12 is therefore believed to stand in condition for allowance since it depends from 
and further defines an allowable base claim. 

GROUND 5- Whether the Examiner erred in Anally rejecting Claim 13 as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,417,732 to Guill in further view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,708,973 to Hall. 

Claim 13 depends from Claim 11. Claim 1 1 has already been distinguished from the Guill 
patent for the reasons previously presented. The Hall patent does not disclose any type of puzzle 
with pieces that correspond to possible life events. The Hall patent therefore does not address the 
deficiencies of the Guill patent as applied to Claim 11. Claim 13 is therefore believed to be 
allowable since it depends from and further defines and allowable base claims. 


7 


CONCLUSION 

The Applicant's brief is believed to be in full compliance with 37 C.F.R. §41.37 et seq. 
The Examiner's 35 U.S.C. § 102 &103 rejections are not supported by the cited references. The 
Board is therefore requested to cause the Examiner to withdraw the rejections and allow the 
pending claims. 


LaMorte & Associates, P.C. 
P.O. BOX 434 
Yardley, PA 19067 


tted, 



orte 


Reg. No. 34,653 
Attorney for Applicant 
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VTIL CLAIMS APPFNDTX [37 TFR 41.47(r)(»). 

The pending claims stand as follows: 

1 . A method of creating a graphical depiction of a person's life, comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a first plurality of puzzle pieces that represent different major life 
events, including birthday, graduation day and wedding day that may, or may not, 
occur in a person's life; and 

joining puzzle pieces together that correspond to events that have actually 
occurred in a person's life to create a puzzle assembly that is a graphical depiction of 
life events of that person. 

2. The method according to Claim 1, further including the step of providing a 
second plurality of puzzle pieces that correspond to life principles. 

3. The method according to Claim 2, further including the step of creating a puzzle 
framework with said second plurality of puzzle pieces. 

4. The method according to Claim 3, wherein said puzzle assembly of said first 
plurality of puzzle pieces is assembled within said puzzle framework of said second 
plurality of puzzle pieces. 
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6. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said first plurality of puzzle pieces are 
identical in configuration. 

7. The method according to Claim 5 1 , wherein at least some of said first plurality of 
puzzle pieces have blank spaces upon which dates of said major life events can be 
recorded. 

8. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said second plurality of puzzle pieces 
depict different virtues and life principles. 

11. A method of assembling a jigsaw puzzle; 
providing a puzzle framework that defines an interior; 

providing a plurality of puzzle pieces that correspond to different commonly 
occurring life events, including birthday, graduation day and wedding day, that may or 
may not occur in a person's life; 

connecting a puzzle piece from said plurality of puzzle pieces to said puzzle 
framework that corresponds to a life event that has occurred. 

12. The method according to Claim 11, wherein said step of providing a puzzle 
framework includes providing and assembling puzzle framework pieces into said 
puzzle framework. 


10 


13. The method according to Claim 12, wherein said puzzle framework 
contains an indication of a life principle. 
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